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“The media is the most powerful entity on earth. They have the power to make the 
innocent guilty and to make the guilty innocent, and that’s the power. Because they 

control the minds of the masses” 
-Malcolm X 

INTRODUCTION 

Indian Constitution is the backbone of the democratic form of Government. The 
freedom of speech and expression has been designated as the mother of all 
liberties. Media derives its rights from the Right of Speech and Expression under 
Article 19(1)(a) and thus media has the same rights – no more and no less than any 
individual to write, publish, circulate or broadcast.1 However certain restrictions 
have been imposed on the same mentioned in Article 19(2) explicitly. Freedom of 
speech and of the press lays the foundation of all democratic organisations, for 
without free political discussion and public education, proper functioning of the 
process of popular Government is not possible.2 Hence, media plays a very crucial 
role in the formation of public opinion on social, political and economic matters. 

The media is referred to as the Fourth Estate, an expression attributed to the 19th 
Century historian Thomas Carlyle and in return attributed to the British politician, 
Edmund Burke. Burke had called journalism the fourth estate, however, at present 
it is the only estate as it has dominated the other three. It governs for ever and 
ever.3 Democracy is considered to be a rule of the people through their elected 
representatives. The intrinsic worth of a democratic system is the freedom of 
expression and the space that is provided to incongruity by diverse segments of 

                                                             
1 Madhavi Goradia Divan, Facets of Media Law (2ND Edn. 2013) 
2 Romesh Thappar v. State of Madras [1950] SCR 594. 
3 Oscar Wilde, The Soul of Man (1891). 
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the society. For a democratic system to exploit its full potential, involvement of 
the public is imperative which requires a successful circulation of dependable 
information to the masses on copious public problems, hence making the role of 
mass media tremendously indispensable. 

INDIA AND USA: A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS 

The concept of liberty promulgates freedom of speech as an essential element of 
it. Not only does it give the citizens a right to express and communicate liberally, 
but also establishes the essence of a true democracy. The American legal system 
set a precedent through the Ist Amendment of the Constitution which states: 
“Congress shall make no law…. Abridging the freedom of speech or of the press4” - granting 
an absolute right of freedom of speech or of the press. United States adopted a 
generous approach primarily due to the press’s history in England. Being an 
English colony, government and church leaders in England regularly banned 
handwritten books that threatened their power. The turning point for 
recognizing the vitality of freedom of press was the case of John Peter Zenger5. A 
journalist of New York Weekly Journal, he was sued for libel for publishing 
precarious stories exposing public officials. This case was the establishment for 
resolving two major predicaments - the right of the press to criticize public 
officials should be unfettered and that true statements are to be a valid defense 
for libel- leading to the institutionalization of the 1st Amendment. Hence the 
scope of freedom under it is vast and unencumbered. So much so, that the 
government may not even prevent the publication of a newspaper, even when 
there is reason to believe that it is about to reveal information that will endanger 
national security. Similarly, the government cannot 6 - enact a legislation that 
requires newspapers to publish information against their will; impose criminal 
penalties, or civil damages, on furnishing truthful information about a matter 
regarding public concern or even on the dissemination of false and damaging 
information about a public person except in rare instances; impose taxes that are 
not mandated on other businesses ; compel journalists to disclose the identities 
of their sources; proscribe the press from attending judicial proceedings and 
thereafter notifying the public.  

                                                             
4 https://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution/first amendment (last visit on 06/06/2019) 
5http://www.nvcourts.gov/historv/legal-historv-new-vork/legal-historv-eras-01/historv-
newvork-legal-eras- crown-zenger.html (last visit on 20/5/2019) 
6 http://ic.galegroup.com/ic/uhic/ReferenceDetailsPage/Reference (last visit on 
25/3/2019) 
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These rights have been largely developed by the U.S. Supreme Court (Landmark 
cases, such as, New York Times Co. v. Sullivan7, Cohen v. Cowles Media Co.8, Near v. 
Minnesota9, Miami Herald Publishing Co. v. Tornillo10- have contributed immensely 
towards the jurisprudence of free press)  as the concept of free press is an ever 
evolving one. However, time and again, the Supreme Court has upheld the view 
that freedom of press is nearly absolute; incorporating the right to publish 
information, not create any form of censorship power for the state and to gather 
news.   

The Indian Constitution although does find its roots in the US Constitution 
(similarity in the legal system ends with the point that both the jurisdictions were 
ruled by British crown). It however only grants a qualified right to the freedom of 
press covering it under the ambit of Article19 (1)(a) rather than being expressible 
defined in the Constitution notwithstanding the status of Fundamental Rights. 
Unlike the US Constitution, there are several restrictions imposed on the right to 
freedom of speech and expression which are extensively stated under Article 

19(2)4 for reasons of "sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of the State, 
friendly relations with foreign States, public order, preserving decency, preserving 
morality, in relation to contempt, court, defamation, or incitement to an offense". 
The status of freedom of the press specified is equivalent to that of an ordinary 
citizen and the press cannot be subjected to any special restrictions which could 
not be imposed on any private citizen, or claim any privilege11. There is no grant 
of immunity from taxation to the press and it is subject to the laws regulating 
industrial relations (including the press employees to be subject to the laws 
regulating industrial employment12.)  

Legislations such as the Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA), Official 
Secrets Act, Disturbed Areas Act (DDA) and Prevention of Terrorist Activities 
Act (POTA) are used to limit the freedom of press. Although POTA was repealed 
in 2006, but the Official Secrets Act, AFSPA, DDA continue to be an impediment 
towards the freedom of press in certain parts of India (especially Jammu & 

                                                             
7 New York Times Co. v. United States, 1971 
8 Cohen v. Cowles Media Co. 395 U.S. 367 (1969) 
9 Near v. Minnesota 283 U.S. 697 
10 Miami Herald Publishing Co. v. Tornillo 436 U.S. 547 
11 Express Newspaper (Private) Ltd. v. Union of India 1986 AIR 872 
12 427 U.S. 539 
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Kashmir) (It may be pertinent to note that Right to Information Act (RTI) has an 
overriding effect over Official Secrets Act of 1923). 

However, the absolute right granted to the press under the Ist Amendment has a 
few implied restrictions (imposed by US SC), which in principle are not dissimilar 

to Article 19(2)5, albeit the propagation of freedom of expression is far more 
vigorous in terms of societal stance compared to the Indian societal system. The 
reason for distinctive jurisprudence between the two lies in the perception of what 
includes and is accepted as “free speech”.  The principal dissimilarity among the 
systems is the magnitude of the freedom, the US legal system gives the Press 
absolute freedom whereas in India is more of a right which extends to certain levels 
and the restrictions are well defined. This difference is attributable to the 
reasonable restrictions provision and the moral standard of the communities. India 
has progressed from an authoritarian system of control and is now attempting a 
legislative model of control, quite similar to that of the United States. Over and 

above, the sentiment expressed in Ist Amendment is upheld by the Indian Judiciary 
time and again, despite the absence of a distinct provision.  

The difference between the jurisprudence of both the legal systems is a 
consequence of the societal growth- what may or may not be acceptable as free 
speech. It can hence, be seen as a question of degree rather than a legislative 
lacking. The moral standards and growth rates of no two societies can be expected 
to be analogous and the same becomes attributable in determining the “degree”. 

TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY: ROLE OF MEDIA 

Media has been an integral part of the nation throughout and has also played an 
important role in awakening and strengthening the patriotism during the days of 
struggle for independence. Soon after Independence in 1951 however the 
government realised the need to introduce a press bill which different from that of 
1931 Act and be in relation with that of the free India.  There has been a vast 
development or detriment of media in the past few decades which remain as a 
subject of discussion even now.  

Transparency means that judgements and decisions will be taken in an open 
manner obliging the rules and regulations. It entails that such information is 
available and accessible directly to people who are to be affected by such 
judgements and their implementation. Accountability on the other hand means 
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that public institutions and functionaries shall be accountable to the people and to 
their institutional stakeholders. Hence, institution shall be blamed and be held 
liable for their actions when affected people. Accountability cannot be imposed 
without a system of transparency. 

Media has always played an important role in delivering the various interpretations 
of judgements of the Courts and creating awareness for the same amongst the 
people. The major such decisions that were thrown light upon by the media are 
that of Bennet Coleman and Co. v. Union of India13 where it was held that there shall be 
no fixation in the page limit as this will restrict people from expressing their views 
and thoughts freely .This reassured that freedom lies both in quantitative and 
qualitative circulation. In Hamdard Dawakhana v. Union of India14 the Supreme Court 
held that advertisements too form a part of speech and expression . Similar 
decisions were taken backing media and the need for free media. The reasoning 
behind the need for free media was further established in the cases of Bijoe 
Emmanuel v. State of Kerala15, Kanhaiya Kumar v. State of NCT of Delhi16, People’s Union 
for Civil Liberties (PUCL) v. Union of India17, Indian Express Newspapers v. Union of 
India18, A.Abbas v. Union of India19 and several others. The media has thus proved 
its credibility and transparency through the coverage of these cases meticulously. 
The very recent judgement (Indira Jaising v. Secretary General & Ors20) in favour of 
giving virtual access to court proceedings in the interest of public and for better 
administration of justice signifies the underlying role of media and its assistance in 
bringing about transparency. Sunlight is the best disinfectant21 and media is the 
instrument through which the dispensation of the same can take place. 

However, in the recent times media’s credibility has been put in jeopardy. The 
trends of corporatisation, sensationalism, malpractices, corruption, paid news 
syndrome and monopoly inclinations have affected the integrity of Indian Media. 
Media today is perceived to be ephemeral and superficial as the main purpose has 

                                                             
13 Bennet Coleman and Co. v. Union of India [1960] 2 SCR 1671 
14 Hamdard Dawakhana v. Union of India [1960]  SCC 554 
15 Bijoe Emmanuel v. State of Kerala [1986]   SCC (3) 615 
16 Kanhaiya Kumar v. State of NCT of Delhi  [2016] P.(CRL)558/2016 
17 People’s Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL) v. Union of India [1997] SCC 568 
18Indian Express Newspapers v. Union of India [1985] 2 SCC 434 
19A.Abbas v. Union of India [1971] 2 SCC 780 
20 Indira Jaising v. Secretary General & Ors [24th august, 2018] 
21 Justice D.Y. Chandrachud : Indira Jaising v. Secretary General & Ors [ 24th August, 
2018] 
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shifted to the survival in the competitive world of media with more 24-hour news 
networks than any other country.22 Similarly, newspapers no longer depend on 
subscription revenue but on advertising revenue, overtly or covertly obtained.23 
Media has not only been corrupting the business sector but has also become a 
question in legal fields. Time and again media has been admonished for sensational 
and skewed reporting which were addressed before the courts24. The controversial 
case of Sahara India Real Estate Corpn. Ltd. v. SEBI25 perceiving the unauthorised 
lead by a private TV channel of a privileged communication has also been a subject 
to judicial proceedings. Several PILs are being filed in the courts to protect the 
authenticity of media and banning any coverage of troop movements questioning 
the credibility of the source itself.26 

FREEDOM OF PRESS: RESPONSBLE REPORTING, MEDIA 
TRIALS AND RIGHT TO INFORMATION 

The freedom of press is regarded as a “species of which freedom of expression is 
a genus27”. 

The right of the press to express freely can thus be held to be equivalent to the 
right of any citizen to express. The press plays a vital role in advancing public 
interest by publishing facts and opinions without which a democratic electorate 
cannot make responsible judgements. It is hence, primary duty of the courts to 
uphold the said freedom and invalidate all laws or administrative actions which 
interfere with the freedom of the press contrary to the constitutional mandate28. 
However, the Supreme Court through various interpretations has also given 
another facet to the rights of media under Article 19(1)(a)- the right to 
communicate information.  

Responsible Reporting 

                                                             
22 Rajdeep Sardesai, ”Pushing the Boundaries”, Seminar , May, 2006.  
23 Chandan Mitra, Making News : Handbook of the Media in Contemporary India, 2006. 
24 Mohd. Ajmal Amir Kasab v. State of Maharashtra, [2012] 9 SCC I  
25 Sahara India Real Estate Corpn. Ltd. v. SEBI [2012] 10 SCC 603  
26<articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2012-04-10/india/31318440_I_broadcasting-
indian-army-hisar-and-agra>. 
27 Sakal Papers v. UOI [1962] 3 SCR 842 
28 Indian Express Newspapers (Bombay) P Limited v. U.O.I. AIR [1986] SC 515  
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Right to know is a basic fundamental right of the citizens and the same cannot 
travel in vacuum. Media is instrumental in filling that void. It was observed by the 
apex Court in the landmark case of State of U.P. v. Raj Narain29 that it is the basic 
requisite of a free democracy to allow the public to be aware of material 
information. The right to know puts actions of executive, legislature and judiciary 
under public scrutiny and that acts as a paramount safeguard against acts of 
oppression and corruption. Several incidents, such as, the Jessica Lal murder case30, 
Priyadarshini Mattoo case31(son of an IPS officer was charged with rape and murder 
of a girl- Delhi HC reversed the judgement and convicted the accused), the 
infamous Nirbhaya case32 - media has proved to be pivotal in its role and has ensured 
that justice be delivered.  

Of course, it is not a perfect organ of the state, like any other, media does face 
criticism on its authenticity. With an ever-increasing growth in the field of news 
channels, social media, newspapers etc- it is challenging to have an effective control 
mechanism. Moreover, factors such as political influence, increased access to 
everyone, governmental interference TRP ratings, etc contribute to the content 
which can be aired. The recent World Press Freedom Index by Reporters Without 
Borders ranked India as 138th out of 180 countries, stating that- “with Hindu 
nationalists trying to purge all manifestations of ‘anti-national’ thought from the 
national debate, self-censorship is growing in the mainstream media and journalists 
are increasingly the targets of online smear campaigns by the most radical 
nationalists, who vilify them and even threaten physical reprisals33.” Apart from 
political stronghold, the media is also subjected to judicial and legislative controls 
by various statutes such like Contempt of Courts Act, 1971 (Sec 2(c)), Indian 
Evidence Act, 1872 (Sec 123 and 124), Indian Penal Code, 1860 ( Sec 124(a)). 
However, the media as a system of Indian democracy acts as a watchdog and 
promotes the theory of checks and balances by bringing out the wrongful acts of 
the three pillars and hence the rise of it as the fourth pillar can be seen as a crucial 
progress for a growing democracy such as ours. Information acts as the currency 

                                                             
29 State of U.P. v. Raj Narain [1975] 4 SCC 428 
30 Manu Sharma v. State (NCT of Delhi) [2010] 6 SCC 1 
31 Santosh Kumar Singh v. State [2010] 9 SCC 747 
32 Mukesh singh and ors. v. State for NCT pf Delhi & anr. (cr. Appeal no. 607-608 of 2017) 
33 Raju Gopalkrishnan, “Indian journalists say they are intimidated, ostracised if they 
criticise Modi and the BJP”,( Reuters, 27th April 
2018)<https://in.reuters.com/article/india-politics-media-analysis/indian-journalists-say-
they-are-intimidated-ostracised-if-they-criticise-modi-and-the-bjp-idINKBN1HY0AQ >  
accessed 28th September 2018 
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of a democracy. Reliability and accuracy of the information determine the health 
of a democracy in its true sense. Media being a vital disseminator of this aspect, its 
potentialities and repercussions will always be a scope of deliberations with respect 
to the changing times.   

Trial by Media  

Freedom of press is universally titled as the mother of all other liberties. In recent 
times, though there has been a clash in principles regarding freedom of press and 
trials. “Freedom of press is the heart of social and political intercourse. The press 
has now assumed the role of the public educator making formal and non-formal 
education possible in a large scale particularly in the developing world, where 
television and other kinds of modern communication are not still available for all 
sections of society. The purpose of the press is to advance the public interest by 
publishing facts and opinions without which a democratic electorate Government 
cannot make responsible judgments. Newspapers being purveyors of news and 
views having a bearing on public administration very often carry material which 
would not be palatable to Governments and other authorities.”34 

This concept often confuses between media trials and fair trials. Right to fair trial 
is regarded as fundamental principle of justice in India. These provisions are 
specified under the Contempt of Courts Act, 1971 and under Articles 129 and 215 
(Contempt Jurisdiction-Power of Supreme Court and High Court to punish for 
Contempt of itself respectively) of the Constitution of India. Right to a fair trial is 
an absolute right under Article 21 read with Article 14.  

However, there are certain restrictions in the publication of matters which might 
impair the decision of the Court based on the merits of the case. In Zahira 
Habibullah Sheikh v. State of Gujarat35, the Supreme Court observed that a “fair trial 
obviously would mean a trial before an impartial Judge, a fair prosecutor and 
atmosphere of judicial calm. Fair trial means a trial in which bias or prejudice for 
or against the accused, the witnesses, or the cause which is being tried is 
eliminated.” 

Freedom of Press and Right to Information 

                                                             
34 Indian Express Newspapers (Bombay) (P) Ltd. v. Union of India, (1985) 1 SCC 641 at p. 664, 
para 32. 
35 Zahira Habibullah Sheikh v. State of Gujarat ,(2005) 2 SCC (Jour) 75 
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Information is considered as the oxygen of democracy- invigorating where it is 
percolated. If the citizens are unaware of the affairs of their society, it causes a 
hindrance for them to undertake a meaningful role in the growth of the society. 
Free dissemination of ideas, expression and access to information are vivacious for 
a democracy to function. The very basis of good governance is participation, 
transparency, rule of law, equity, responsiveness, effectiveness, inclusiveness, 
accountability, efficiency, strategic vision and consensus-orientation. Transparency 
indicates decisions to be taken amenably and enforced according to per rules and 
regulations. The prerequisite for an accountability generated system is that 
information should be liberally available and accessible to those directly affected 
by the said decisions and their enforcement. It basically embarks a stakeholder 
approach requiring that enough information is provided in a fathomable form with 
media having a significant participation in the decision-making processes. 

Traditional systems of information access in India show consistently that news 
consumption both online and offline is related positively to interpersonal 
discussion, political involvement and political engagement. However, little 
consideration has been given to the role that new sources of information may exert 
on different forms of political engagement36. 

Hence a regime in accordance with Right to Information (RTI) can facilitate a 
credible and factual reporting on issues pertinent to public interest. It empowers 
the media to expose mal-administration, corruption and inefficiency and propagate 
stories and instances relating to accountability, transparency, effective 
administration and good governance. RTI hence encourages citizens, journalists 
and activists to question the state of affairs and government policies.  It has the 
power to promote accountability and can be used as tool to collect trustworthy 
information especially because press freedom is not adequate in India37. 

                                                             
36 Gil de Zúñiga, Homero & Abril, Eulàlia & Rojas, Hernando. (2009). Weblogs, 
Traditional Sources Online and Political Participation: An Assessment of How the 
Internet Is Changing the Political Environment. New Media &amp Society. 11. 553-574. 
10.1177/1461444809102960. 
37 Nabeela Khan, RTI :THE LAW THAT EMPOWERS THE MEDIA, Centre for 
Investigative Journalism, Published 29th August, 2017. Available at : 
http://cij.co.in/article.php?pageID=120  
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In fact, the same has been upheld by the Indian judiciary in the case of Secretary, 
Ministry of I & B, Government of India v Cricket Association of Bengal38 where it was 
stated that- 

“The freedom of speech and expression includes right to acquire information and to disseminate 
it. Freedom of speech and expression is necessary, for self-expression which is an important means 
of free conscience and self-fulfilment. It enables people to contribute to debates on social and moral 
issues. It is the best way to find a truest model of anything, since it is only through it that the 
widest possible range of ideas can circulate. It is the only vehicle of political discourse so essential 
to democracy. Equally important is the role it plays in facilitating artistic and scholarly endeavours 
of all sorts.  

The right to communicate, therefore, includes right to communicate through any media that is 
available whether print or electronic or audio-visual such as advertisement, movie, article, speech, 
etc. That is why freedom of speech and expression includes freedom of the press. The freedom of 
the press in turn includes right to circulate and also to determine the volume of such circulation. 
This freedom includes the freedom to communicate or circulate one’s opinion without interference 
to as large a population in the country, as well as abroad, as is possible to reach.39” 

As the fourth state organ, media shoulders the responsibility to make the state 
accountable and transparent. Currently, most people are not aware of exercising 
their Right to Freedom of Information in a undeviating and personal way, making 
the role of the media significant and empowering for the public about legal 
advantages of Right to Information (RTI) as an anti-corruption weapon. The RTI 
law has provided the media with a greater and wider space in empowering people 
and consolidating a democratic polity. By using this legislation, the media has the 
capacity to investigate and expose issues of wider public interest. The media, as the 
guardian of freedom of speech, can open up “closed doors” to transparency and 
accountability by disseminating information about RTI to secure people’s 
fundamental right to know. This develops vibrant media activism, by publishing 
and broadcasting nationwide discourses on RTI, eventually narrows down 
‘transparency and accountability deficit’.40 

                                                             
38 Government of India v Cricket Association of Bengal ((1995) 2 SCC 161) 
39 United Nations ESCAP 2009, “What is Good Governance”, 
https://www.unescap.org/resources/what-good-governance  
40 Pranav Bhattarai, MEDIA’S ROLE IN IMPLEMENTING RTI, South Asia Right to 
Information Advocates Network, Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative, available at : 
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The role of media in propagating the RTI Act is not just to provide and achieve, 
but also to catalyze and entrench the implementation and enforcement of this 
significant piece of legislation41. Essentially, despite the provisions that have been 
made to access information, citizens usually resort to sources such as newspapers, 
radio, television etc. for day to day information about public authorities and their 
activities. In essence, suggesting that media is a nexus between the citizens and 
their government. Therefore, the media's Right to Information or Right to sell is 
not a special privilege but rather, an aspect of the public's right to know. 
Additionally, being an integral part of the dynamic society, the media undertakes 
upon itself the onus to articulate the requirements and aspirations of the people. 
With the help of the RTI Act, the media has the option to highlight key issues 
faced by the citizens, particularly those faced by the poor and voiceless. 

Furthermore, the media has an underlying responsibility on itself to be a 
community watchdog as it is a field running on public interest- whether it is an 
emerging democracy or a matured democracy. However, this comes with the 
additional duty on media persons to be careful in interpreting facts and evidence 
while performing a watchdog role and digging out the truth. 

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSION 

Media has been playing a constructive role in the country to curb the social injustice 
and spread awareness about the same. However, the current status of media is not 
very pleasing and certain areas of it need to be tended in order to ensure 
transparency and accountability. Media is not always completely authentic in its 
content and is mostly manipulated these days. The media cannot be excess 
freedom and has to be regulated by the courts. The maximum population still 
depends on media to know about the ongoing events and happenings all over. 
Thus, media ought to evade the unscrupulous practises and be more mindful in 
transmitting information to the general public.  

Despite the fall in the functioning of media, the dependency of people on media 
still stands out. Media is looked upon as a blessing and can turn out to be 
transformed when controls set in. The regulatory framework over media needs to 
be severe enough and vigilant. The Indian Law Commission’s recent report entitled 

                                                             
http://www.sartian.org/index.php/item/605-media-s-role-in-implementing-
rti#.XPoTAogzbcc  
41 Available at: edaa.in/download.php filename RTIguideformedia.pdf 
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“Trial by Media: Free Speech vs. Fair Trial under Criminal Procedure (Amendments to the 
Contempt of Court Act, 1971)” has made recommendations to look into the negative 
influence of exaggerated news reports on the administration of justice. The media, 
in the contemporary world of data and innovation plays an exceptionally huge role 
in informing and educating the majority. The media ought to dependably 
remember, that it ought not publish anything which defiles people in general mind 
and aggravates social harmony. The press ought to accept role of the mindful 
individual and perform with causation while managing open public issues.  

In order to foster a general culture of accountability and transparency in the 
newsroom, there are certain practices around the world that media managers can 
undertake. For instance, facilitating continuous internal reflection of personal work 
and that done by the employees, encouraging the journalists to try new tools, 
opening up the newsroom and production processes to the audience – to inculcate 
transparency, deal openly with critique and errors – and being responsive, 
evaluating training for journalists; trying to get reporters to comprehend that their 
careers would do well if they are morally sensible, and communicating internal 
guidelines on how to deal with media accountability issues42. Democracy has been 
playing a vital role in the growth and shaping of media and has been appropriately 
termed as the Fourth Pillar of Indian Democracy and has been affecting the minds 
and perception of the general public ever since! Thereby, 

“Media is not about the exploitation of technology but service to community.”  
-Simon Mainwaring 

                                                             
42 Klaus Bichler, Halliki Harro-Loit, Matthias Karmasin, Daniela Kraus, Epp Lauk, 
Urmas Loit, Susanne Fengler, Laura Schneider-Mombaur, MEDIA 
ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY IN EUROPE (MEDIAACT): BEST 
PRACTICE GUIDEBOOK, European Commission, European Research Area 

263

                                       INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF LAW & JURISPRUDENCE      


