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A COMPLETE UNDERSTANDING OF CAA AND NRC 

WHAT IS CAA? 

CAA stands for Citizenship Amendment Act, this act is passed by the Rajya Sabha in the end of 

2019 with 125 Member of Parliaments voting in favour of the act and 99 voted against it. The act 

was passed in the winter session of the Lok Sabha. The Citizenship Amendment Act, 2019 is a 

act which was enacted purposely to Amend the Citizenship Act of 1955 to provide Indian 

nationality to the communities i.e. Hindus, Christians, Sikhs, Parsis, Jains and Buddhists who 

were living persecution from Bangladesh, Afghanistan and Pakistan, and as per act  till 

December 31, 2014 and the people who are facing religious persecutions there will not be treated 

as illegal immigrants in our country but given Indian citizenship. This act even modifies the 

provisions for Citizenship by naturalization, The law reduces duration of residency from existing 

11 years to just five years for people belonging to the same six religions and these countries. 

Before  the 2014 Lok Sabha elections, the Bharatiya Janata Party ,  promised to grant citizenship 

to Hindus persecuted in the neighboring countries including Afghanistan, Bangladesh and 

Pakistan, Also as per party's election manifesto, the BJP promised to give shelter to the Hindus 

and welcome the refugees. Parties and activists opposing the 1Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 

2019 are of the view that it works against the cultural and linguistic identity of the people. Assam 

and other northeastern states, which have a diverse indigenous community, have urged the 

government not to table the new citizenship bill, saying it will open a "floodgate” of illegal 

immigrants in the state. The Citizenship Amendment Act exempts certain areas in the North-

East from this provision. It would not apply to tribal areas of Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram and 

Tripura. This significantly means that Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland and Mizoram along with 

whole of Meghalaya and parts of Assam and Tripura would stay out of the purview of the 

Citizenship Amendment Act. Also according to the Citizenship act’s provisions, a foreigner may 

register as an Overseas Citizens of India if they are of Indian origin or their spouse is of Indian 
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origin. The Citizenship Amendment Act also entitles the OCI cardholders the benefits which 

includes the right to travel to India, to work and study in the India.  

WHAT IS NRC? 

NRC stands for National Register of Citizen, it is a register which is containing names of all 

genuine Indian citizens. At present, it is only the Assam which has such a register. it may be 

extended to other states as well. Nagaland has already created a similar database known as the 

Register of Indigenous Inhabitants. The Centre is also planning to create a National Population 

Register, which will contain demographic and biometric details of citizens of India. The NRC in 

Assam is generally a list of the Indian citizens living in Assam. The citizens’ register’s main 

reason for its existence in the state is that it sets out to identify foreign nationals in the state as 

Assam borders Bangladesh. There is a process to update the register which began after a 

Supreme Court order in 2013, with the state’s nearly 33 million people having to prove that they 

were Indian nationals before March 24, 1971. After updating final NRC was released on August 

31, with over 1.9 million applicants failing to make it to the list."Non-inclusion of a person's 

name in the NRC does not by itself implies to him or her being declared as a foreigner," govt has 

said. Those individuals will have the option to present their matter before foreigners' tribunals, 

also if the person loses the case in the tribunal, the person can move to the high court and, then, 

the Supreme Court.  

WHERE CAA/NRC STANDS IN THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA, 
(AMENDMENTS) 

AMENDMENT IN CAA 

The Citizenship Act, 1955 regulates who may acquire Indian citizenship and also on what 

grounds.  A person may become an Indian citizen if they are born in India or have Indian 

parentage or have resided in the country for a period of time, etc. whereas, illegal migrants are 

prohibited from acquiring Indian citizenship.  2An illegal migrant is a foreigner who either enters 

India without a valid travel documents, like a passport and visa, or with valid documents, but 

stays beyond the permitted time period if either of the condition satisfies then the person will be 

termed as illegal migrant. Illegal migrants may be imprisoned or deported under the Foreigners 

Act, 1946 and the Passport Act, 1920.  The 1946 and the 1920 Acts 3  empower the central 

government to regulate the entry, exit and residence of foreigners within India.  In 2015 and 

                                                             
2 Section 2(1)(b) of the Citizenship Act, 1955. 
3 G.S.R. 685 (E) and G.S.R. 686 (E), Gazette of India, September 7, 2015,  
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2016, the central government issued two notifications exempting certain groups of illegal 

migrants from provisions of the 1946 and the 1920 Acts, These groups are Hindus, Sikhs, 

Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and Christians from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan, who arrived 

in India on or before December 31, 2014. This simply means that these groups of illegal 

migrants will not be deported or imprisoned for being in India without valid documents.  In 

2016, a Bill was introduced to amend the Citizenship Act, 1955. The Bill sought to make illegal 

migrants belonging to these six religions and three countries eligible for citizenship and made 

some changes in the provisions on registration of Overseas Citizens of India cardholders.  It was 

referred to a Joint Parliamentary Committee, which submitted its 4  report on January 7, 

2019.  The Bill was passed by Lok Sabha on January 8, 2019.  However, it lapsed with the 

dissolution of the 16th Lok Sabha.  Subsequently, the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2019 is 

being introduced in Lok Sabha in December 2019. The 2019 Bill seeks to make illegal migrants 

who are Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and Christians from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and 

Pakistan, eligible for citizenship.  It exempts certain areas in the North-East from this 

provision.  The Bill also makes amendments to provisions related to OCI cardholders.  A 

foreigner may register as an OCI under the 1955 Act if they are of Indian origin (e.g., former 

citizen of India or their descendants) or the spouse of a person of Indian origin.  This will entitle 

them to benefits such as the right to travel to India, and to work and study in the country.  The 

Bill amends the Act to allow cancellation of OCI registration if the person has violated any law 

notified by the central government.  

AMENDMENT IN NRC (WORKING AND EXECUTION AS PER AMENDMENT) 

The process of NRC update is divided into the different phases which include Publication of 

Legacy Data, Distribution & Receipt of Application Form Verification Process, Publication of 

Part Draft, NRC Complete Publication of Draft, NRC Receipt and Disposal of Claims & 

Objections Publication of Final NRC. The Final NRC was published on 31 August 2019 after 

completion of all the statutory works as per various standard operating procedures. As per a 

press release by the5 SCNRC, a total of 3,30,27,661 ersons applied to the registering authority 

through 68,37,660 application forms and out of which 3,11,21,004 persons were found eligible 

for inclusion of their names in the final NRC leaving out 19,06,657 persons, who were not 

included and shall have to approach a Foreigners' Tribunal by a way of  an appeal against non-

inclusion if they so desire. Updating the National Register of Citizens (NRC) in the state of 

                                                             
4 Report of the Joint Committee on the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2016, Joint Parliamentary Committee, Lok Sabha, 
January 7, 2019,  
5 Publication of final NRC on August ,2019 , Guwahati 31 , August,2019  
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Assam is the most difficult citizen-engaging exercise undertaken in any Indian state, moreover 

the first of its kind even globally, that touches the lives of every resident of the state. It includes 

Setting up of an Innovative Technical Mechanism, Setting up of NRC SevaKendras, Publication 

of Legacy Data etc. Two sets of documents had to be furnished by the applicants for inclusion in 

the updated NRC. They are List A Documents which include documents issued before 24 March 

,1971 and List B Document. 

DECODING THE MISINFORMATION REGARDING CAA 

AFFECTED PARTY DUE TO MISINFORMATION REGARDING CAA 

Students - These are the community (Jamia Millia Islamia students) who are mostly affected 

through CAA especially the Muslim community students. Students are protesting on the streets, 

that their citizenship will be discarded and they will be eliminated from the country. These 

community of students are protesting without even knowing the whole prospectus of 

Citizenship Amendment Act 2019. CAA doesn’t take away their citizenship, on the other hand it 

provides citizenship to not only Hindu community but also to Jains, Buddhist and Christian 

from the countries like Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan, in this Sri Lanka was not included 

because there is no religious persecution. Local Resident people - Anti- protestors are getting out 

of the streets and campaigning for Anti CAA and NRC, Due to this local people are affected 

who are not interested in protesting, resulting in applicability of Sec 144 (Sec. 144 of CRPC 

authorises the Executive Magistrate of any state or territory to issue an order to prohibit the 

assembly of four or more people in area) in some area such Haryana region. Internet Shutdowns 

are recorded as per Governmental notice in Muzzafarnagar area which affected a lot of local 

people. 

ACTUAL MEANING OF 2019 AMENDMENT ON CITIZENSHIP ACT OF 1955. 

This Act pursue to amend the definition of illegal immigrant for religious minorities including 

Hindus, Sikhs, Parsi, Buddhist and Christian who have stayed in India without legal 

documentation. These people will be granted citizenship if they lived for more than 6 years and 

for the eligibility of Naturalisation is for more than 12 years. Furthermore, It doesn’t take away 

citizenship of Muslims or Minorities, It is just a check for illegal immigrants who have fled to 

India form countries like Pakistan, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Citizens, who are living for more 

than 6 years will be provided with citizenship. And for all this NRC (National Registration of 

Citizens) keeps the records of legal citizens of India. 
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In a reporting RSS general secretary Bhaiyyaji Joshi Added that – 

“Without giving it a serious thought, misinformation is being spread on it. If the feeling behind the CAA is 

understood properly, then it won’t face any opposition; The government has repeatedly clarified on this issue, but 

different groups are still creating an atmosphere against it. The act has been passed by the parliament and everyone 

should accept it6”. 

Furthermore, Opposition parties and intellectual people are spreading wrong information 

concerning CAA, Parties are spreading that their citizenship will be eliminated adding to 

itMuslim Community are the ones will be affected more due to CAA, because they are the ones 

in majority living illegally. Due to this It is somewhat creating Internal Disturbance in the 

country, forcing to make 2019 amendment unconstitutional.  

ANALYSING PROTEST FOR ANTI CAA/NRC 

SHAHEENBAGH ANTI CAA PROTEST 

ShaheenBagh is the most reluctant type of protest for CAA.  A group of women on December 

15, 2019 started Anti CAA protest demanding the scrapping of the new citizenship law. Its been 

now more than 50 days, but the protestors had shown no sign of letting it off, they are still on 

their way to demand for scrapping CAA. Despite all of this, Government hasn’t moved a inch in 

further Amendments of CAA that scraps the procedure for naturalisation of illegal immigrants 

(Mostly Muslims) form Pakistan, Bangladesh, Afghanistan. To add in this, A recent Tweet by 

Ruling party (BJP Karnataka)triggered the protest for Anti CAA protest –  

“KaagazNahiDikhayenge Hum”!!! Keep the documents safe, you will need to show them again during #NPR 

exercise7”. 

This created a lot of controversy from “Utterly crude” to “Menacingly offensive” and it 

constantly creating the atmosphere of Hatred and polarisation. 

STATS REGARDING ANTI CAA PROTEST 

According to Media and television networks nearly 30 people have died in the Anti – CAA 

protest which is a tragic and not a good scenario regarding CAA. If talking about surveys that 

how many people would be eliminated by Anti CAA legally, A survey was conducted in the 

north eastern state of Assam, and it eliminated nearly 2 million people from citizenship form last 

                                                             
6Bennet, Coleman & Co. Ltd, PTI, Jan 26, 2020 
7Bilal Kuchany, 10 Feb 2020, Al Jazeera Media Network. 
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year and this is the stat form only one state the number would surprisingly be increasing if 

conducted nationally. In the month of January in Bengaluru, hundreds of people were 

demolished from their homes making them homeless (Slum area), saying that there were not the 

citizens of India as they were illegal citizens fled from Bangladesh, but after some findings they 

turned out to be an Indian Citizens. More than 1000 intellectuals across the country, sent letter 

pursuing that there are a lot of infirmities in CAA. In Kerala, The Communist Party of India and 

the Congress came together to stand against the BGP, taking the help of Film Industry actors 

and laureates, some of the Actors took part in the opposition are Mammothy, Parvathy, 

Prithviraj, Indirajith, Rima Kallingal, Jayasurya.8If we look at the overall stats, Total no of deaths 

due to protest are 27 (3 minors), 175 people injured and 3000+ arrested. This stat clearly shows 

that Anti-CAA protests are causing a lot of Deaths, arrested people which is causing internal 

disturbance in the country.   

UNDERSTANDING THE MIXED VIEWS OVER CAA/NRC BY RULING AND 
OPPONENT PARTIES 

VIEWS OF CAA/NRC BY RULING PARTY 

The Citizenship Amendment Act was passed by Parliament on December 12. The BJP-led NDA 

easily sailed through without any surprise to their calculation in both the houses, particularly in 

the Rajya Sabha, where it does not have majority of its own. But some of the parties have 

changed their stand in the one week since the passage of the Citizenship Amendment Act. The 

BJP, which rules at the Centre and is in power in 17 states including all in the Northeast, has 

maintained that the Citizenship Amendment Act is in sync with the policy of the central 

governments since the days of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. The party has done little than slamming 

the protesters to soothe the nerves of those out on the streets in the chilly winters in Delhi and 

elsewhere. Even Prime Minister Narendra Modi pointed to the "clothes" of the protesters while 

referring to violence in these protests. The government has, however, released a point-wise 

explainer on the Citizenship Amendment Act. Union Home Minister and BJP president Amit 

Shah "assured" that no Indian Muslim needed to worry over the Citizenship Amendment Act. 

But this assurance has fallen short in addressing the anxiety of the protesters. And, none of the 

top BJP leaders has reached out to the protesters, particularly from the Muslim community to 

explain why - repeat why - Muslims need not worry about their identity in India. Sixty-five writ 

petitions have been filed in the Supreme Court challenging the legal validity of the CAA. The 

apex court has asked the Union government to respond by the second week of January. 

                                                             
8 T.K. Rajalakshmi, 01 January 2020, Frontline. 
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Constitutional expert Subhash Kashyap says there are arguments both in favour of and against 

the act. "Article 14 says that all persons are entitled to equality, but there have been several Supreme Court 

judgments which say that reasonable classification can be applied to this principle of equality. Even all 

fundamental rights are subject to reasonable classification. Anyone can challenge the act in the apex court and the 

future of the act will depend on whether the Supreme Court accepts the classification made within this act as 

reasonable enough9," he says. 

VIEWS OF CAA/NRC BY OPPOSITION PARTY 

The act said that the government of India will give citizenship to Hindus, Sikhs, Jains, Christians, 

Parsis, Buddhists.  The act has included probably every main religion in India except the largest 

minority religion which is of Islam. This is the reason why opposition was against the citizenship 

amendment act,2019 because they think that this act is against the constitution of India reason 

according to them is that it violates article 14 and 15 of Indian constitution both of them says 

that there should be equality for everyone and there should be no discrimination on the basis of 

caste, creed, and sex. Apart from these legal issues, there is also an issue which was made up by 

the oppositions in which they asked from the government that since India is already facing the 

problem of overpopulation where all the refugees will be accommodated. The Problem of 

"Ahmedia Muslims". The Ahmadiyya Muslims are between 0.2 % and 2.2%, and they are also in 

minorities in Pakistan. The opposition including Congress and the Communist Party of 

India(CPI) asked the government that if they really want the betterment of minorities in 

neighbouring countries then why are they not giving direct citizenship to the Ahmadiyya 

Muslims because they are also religiously persecuted. 

NRC AND CAA: CONFUSION AND "CHRONOLOGY" 

The main issue started when in the month of December Hon'able prime minister of India 

Narendra Modi said from RamleelaMaidan, Delhi that the concept of NRC has not been 

discussed by their government and NRC will not come in the near future. This speech was 

contradicted by a video which was posted on April,23,2019 before the 2019 Lok Sabha elections 

when that time BJP president "Amit Shah" had said that "first CAB will come, and then NRC 

will come, please understand the Chronology". This video became a meme in India and it was 

criticized heavily by the opposition parties, the opposition said that both PM Modi and Home 

Minister Amit shah are giving Contradictory statements. 

                                                             
9Shriya Ghune, December 26, 2019, Opindia 
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CONCLUSION 

The Article on CAA and NRC depicts the provisions and complete understanding of CAA. Here 

CAA plays a important Role to alienate illegal citizens of India who came from the countries like 

Pakistan, Afghanistan, Bangladesh. To support CAA, NRC was launched by Government of 

India known as National Register of Citizens, its work is used to keep a record of legal citizens 

currently staying in the country. Furthermore, Amendment of 2019 in CAA is the most 

important one and impactful one, there were also pre amendments in CAA but not that 

effective. CAA comes with mixed views, some of the intellectuals take it as a wrong for 

Amendment for CAA as it violates the provisions of Constitution of India. Some of the parties 

mainly ruling party (BJP) states that it a good movement towards the CAA, as it will eliminate 

the peoples living illegally. Several Anti -CAA protest took place on one of them is 

ShaheenaBagh protest, a group of women came through to protest against CAA/NRC, and it is 

continuing till date. Further if we talk about stats of the protest, 27 people have died, 3000+ are 

arrested and 175 people are injured. This stat shows that CAA is currently not accepted by the 

citizens of India. Mixed views are given by the Ruling and the opposite party, Opposition Party 

Congress taking a media and Film industry stand to stand against the CAA some of the actors 

involved in the opposition areMammothy, Parvathy, Prithviraj. This article uncovers the overall 

aspect of CAA, how it is currently treated in India. 

 


