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INTRODUCTION 

There are several objectives of legal education.1 One such objective of legal education in India would be 

related to the use of education to develop perceptions and understanding of the environment, 

local and global; to understand the problems of one’s society; to influence values and attitudes. 

Legal education should help in developing the academia and research of its own nation. The 

Indian legal education system also should have the objective to generate the kinds of skills and 

knowledge needed for tasks in society. The use of legal education should be used to broaden 

opportunity and mobility in society, and also be used to meet administrative objectives including 

the governance of institutions, managing and evaluating programs, etc. There has been a 

transformation of legal education in India. Some significant factors for the following involve the 

changing demands of the legal markets, the partnership between the bar, bench and academia in 

the management of legal education in the National Law Universities, an increase in the demand 

for legal studies, the willingness of the government to finance law schools and improve the 

faculty to some extent, collaborations with foreign law schools and firms, etc. However, the 

quality and standard of legal education has not been satisfactory till now. Several attempts have 

been made by the Bar Council of India to reform the system; however, the results have not been 

up to the mark.  In the case of State of Maharashtra v. Mahubhai Pragmatic Vashi,2 the Supreme 

Court of India noted that there is a need for a well-organized and convincing legal education to 

meet the ever-growing challenges and the new trends in the world order. The vision envisaged by 

the Constitution of India as well as the various legal provisions in the Indian laws is to provide 

justice-oriented education essential to the realization of the various rights enshrined in 

the Constitution of India. It also envisages to prepare such law students and legal professionals 

                                                             
1International Legal Centre, New York, Legal Education in a Changing World: Report of the committee on Legal Education in 
Developing countries, http://nai.divaportal.org/smash/get/diva2:275991/FULLTEXT01.pdf%3E.  
2 1 1995 SCC (5) 730. 

http://nai.divaportal.org/smash/get/diva2:275991/FULLTEXT01.pdf%3E
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to be equipped with the tools to be able to adapt to the ever-growing challenges and the new 

trends.  

THE FUNCTIONING OF THE LEGAL EDUCATION SYSTEM IN INDIA 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS 

Education has been put under List III of the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution of India thus 

putting the duty of imparting education on the Union as well as the States. Legal Profession as 

well as other professions also fall under List III of the Seventh Schedule. While there is no 

specific entry for legal education under the Schedule, it will be dealt with as under the Entry 

pertaining to higher education and entitlement to practice before courts. Entry 66 of List I deals 

with the coordination and determination of standards in institutions for higher education. It is as 

follow: 

66. Co-ordination and determination of standards in institutions for higher education or research and scientific 

and technical institutions. 

Entry 25 of List III also deals with education. It states that 25. Education, including technical 

education, medical education and universities, subject to the provisions of Entries 63, 64, 65 and 66 of List I; 

vocational and technical training of labour. The University Grants Commission is the umbrella 

organization for all institutions of higher education. Entries 77 and 78 of List I also deal with the 

entitlement of persons to practice before the Supreme Court and the High Courts. The Entries 

read as follows: 

77. Constitution, organization, jurisdiction and powers of the Supreme Court (including the contempt of such 

court) and the fees taken therein; persons entitled to practice before the Supreme Court.  

78. Constitution, organization (including vacations) of the High Courts except provisions as to officers and 

servants of High Courts; persons entitled to practice before the High Courts.    

THE BAR COUNCIL OF INDIA 

The Bar Council of India acts as the body regulating the standards of the legal profession.3 The 

Bar Council addresses every issue regarding the admission, practice, ethics and standards of the 

law schools and the legal profession. An important function of the Bar Council of India is to 

promote legal education and to lay down standards of such education. Section 7 of the 

Advocates Act, 1961 empowers the Bar Council to: 

                                                             
3 Bar Council of Uttar Pradesh vs. State of U.P., 1973 SCR (2) 1073. 
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―7. Functions of Bar Council of India. —  

(1) The functions of the Bar Council of India shall be-  

(h) to promote legal education and to lay down standards of such education in consultation with the Universities in 

India imparting such education and the State Bar Councils;  

(i) to recognize Universities whose degree in law shall be a qualification for enrolment as an advocate and for that 

purpose to visit and inspect Universities 3[or cause the State Bar Councils to visit and inspect Universities in 

accordance with such directions as it may give in this behalf]; 4[(ia) to conduct seminars and organize talks on 

legal topics by eminent jurists and publish journals and papers of legal interest; ”  

Section 49 of the Advocates Act empowers the Bar Council to make rules with respect to legal 

education & related matters. Parts of the provision reads as follow:  

―49. (1) [The Bar Council of India may make rules for discharging its functions under this Act, and, in 

particular, such rules may prescribe— 2[(a) the conditions subject to which an advocate may be entitled to vote at 

an election to the State Bar Council including the qualifications or disqualifications of voters, and the manner in 

which an electoral roll of voters may be prepared and revised by a State Bar Council;  

(ae) the manner in which the seniority among advocates may be determined; 3[(af) the minimum qualifications 

required for admission to a course of degree in law in any recognized University;]  

(ag) the class or category of persons entitled to be enrolled as advocates;  

(ah) the conditions subject to which an advocate shall have the right to practise and the circumstances under which 

a person shall be deemed to practise as an advocate in a court;]  

(d) the standards of legal education to be observed by universities in India and the inspection of universities for that 

purpose;  

(e) the foreign qualifications in law obtained by persons other than citizens of India which shall be recognized for 

the purpose of admission as an advocate under this Act; ‖  

The Advocates Act, 1961 confers the BCI with wide ranging powers to prescribe the standards 

of Indian legal education. The UGC has statutory powers to co-ordinate standards of higher 

education including law. The university itself has wide ranging powers to improve their own legal 

education system including size of enrolment, nature of examination system, policies of the 

university, etc.4  

CHANGES BROUGHT BY THE BAR COUNCIL 

The Bar Council can lay down standards of classroom teaching, practical skills and training, legal 

aid, other practical training programmes, etc. There is a need for the Bar Council to make 

                                                             
4 Meenu Paul, ―Legal Profession – One of the Objectives of Legal Education and the Role of Bar Councils in Legal Education in 
India in the 21st century, Available at http://www.gbv.de/dms/spk/sbb/toc/337625247.pdf.  

http://www.gbv.de/dms/spk/sbb/toc/337625247.pdf
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reforms. There are several reasons for the reforms not being done, including pressure from the 

government. This issue has been previously discussed at different levels, including a committee 

that was constituted under the chairmanship of Justice A.M. Ahmadi. The committee had given a 

few recommendations including:  

 A reconstitution of the Bar Council of India which includes representation from the 

judiciary, Bar Council as well as UGC. 

 A stop to provisional admission before affiliation 

 The constitution of a high-level committee to review the affiliations that have already been 

granted. 

 An entrance examination to be set up before the admission stage 

 The recommendation of a 5-year integrated law course immediately after high school 

 Rule 21 of the Bar Council Rules that directed the law schools to incorporate methods such 

as tutorials, case methods, and other techniques to supplement the imparting of legal 

education with an inclusion of problem solving methods such as mock trials, moot court 

competitions, etc.  

 The establishment of a National Law University in each State.  

The Bar Council of India has brought about several changes in the Indian legal education system 

by the powers conferred to them under the Advocates Act. Changes such as the introduction of 

the five years integrated degree program in Law, the introduction of the National Law Schools, 

and also the recommendation for an examination for the enrollment of advocates into the Bar 

were brought about in the last few decades. The first National Law School was established in 

Bangalore in 1986 which has remained till now the best law school in India. With the success of 

the National Law School several other National Law Universities were established. The 

establishment of the National Law School of India University in Bangalore successfully 

challenged the institutionalized mediocrity and succeeded in attracting serious students to the 

study of law.5 The national law schools have promoted excellence in legal education and research 

and proven to the students that law can be a preferred career option. In fact, the introduction of 

the five-year integrated programs have also attracted a large crowd of studious and conscientious 

students towards the field of law.6  

 

                                                             
5 Chandra Krishnamurthy, Legal Education and Legal Profession in India, 36 INT'L J. LEGAL INFO. 245, 253-54 
(2008).  
6 Id at 245, 257-58.  
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CHALLENGES TO LEGAL EDUCATION IN INDIA AND THE MEASURES 
NEEDED TO BE TAKEN 

While there have been developments in the Indian legal education system, there have been quite 

a lot of challenges too. The changes brought about by the Bar Council of India have not been up 

to the mark of what they should have been. The primary motive of beginning an integrated five-

year law course in India was to fully equip the law students with the necessary tools to help in the 

reduction of the already massive backlog of cases, while also raising the standards of the 

profession. However, this has not been seen in the decades since such changes have been made: 

the backlogs remain and not many students opt to go to litigate in the civil courts. This is mostly 

due to the lucrative corporate sector jobs with a heavy salary to even the starting associates. 

Thus, the objective of providing legal education for justice-oriented education for the realization 

of the various rights enshrined under the Constitution of India fails as these students do not 

even enter the justice system and remain in the private corporate sector. In the case of Bar 

Council of India v. Bonnie FOI Law College & Ors.,7 the Supreme Court had ordered the constitution 

of a 3-member committee on reform of legal education. Pursuant to this case this committee was 

formed and a report discussing the various challenges to legal education was made which 

included several issues. Looking into the roles of the Bar Council and the universities the 

following improvements could be made to the Indian legal education system:  

 

ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS AND DRASTIC DIFFERENCES AMONG LAW 

COLLEGES 

There has been an increase in Indian law schools. Statistics show that there were less than 100 

law schools in the 1980s.8 This has now increased to a number of 1200 of law schools.9 While 

there has been a rapid increase in the number of law schools in India there has been no careful 

planning of the same. The higher demand of law schools in India furthered the Bar Association 

to allow new law schools to open without proper infrastructure.10 India does have some reputed 

law schools; however, there is a large chunk of law schools where the administration does not 

bother about giving the students a proper education and solely do it for the purpose of making 

money. Thus, there is a difference between the quality of students from different law schools 

                                                             
7 Special Leave to Appeal (C) No. 22337 of 2008 with W.P.(C) No. 987 of 2013 
8 N.R. Madhava Menon, Reflections on Legal and Judicial Education 75 (2009). 
9 Prachishrivastava, In two years, number of law schools increased from 800 to 1,200: Now BCI hopes to put brake 
on mushrooming epidemic, Legally India, Available at https://www.legallyindia.com/lawschools/in-two-years-
number-of-law-schools-increased-from-800-to-1-200-now-bci-hopes-to-put-brake-on-mushrooming-epidemic-
20141209-5408.  
10 G. Singh, Revamping Professional Legal Education: Some Observations on the LLB Curriculum, 27(1) Indian Socio-Legal 
Journal 41, 46 (2001). 

https://www.legallyindia.com/lawschools/in-two-years-number-of-law-schools-increased-from-800-to-1-200-now-bci-hopes-to-put-brake-on-mushrooming-epidemic-20141209-5408
https://www.legallyindia.com/lawschools/in-two-years-number-of-law-schools-increased-from-800-to-1-200-now-bci-hopes-to-put-brake-on-mushrooming-epidemic-20141209-5408
https://www.legallyindia.com/lawschools/in-two-years-number-of-law-schools-increased-from-800-to-1-200-now-bci-hopes-to-put-brake-on-mushrooming-epidemic-20141209-5408
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which is starkly different. So, while the number of law students have increased, enabling an ease 

of entry, there is no proper legal education being imparted.  Not only was law seen as a backup 

option to medical or engineering, there has been a high dropout rate from law schools. Delhi 

alone has seen an alarming dropout rate of around 50 per cent.11 Even the entrance examinations 

do not test the aptitude of the examinee in a manner that reflects his ability to be a good lawyer. 

It is true that the skills required for a good advocate have to be inculcated; however, they now do 

not even reflect the general aptitude of the candidate because they follow a set pattern. 

Moreover, part of lack of motivation on the part of students stems from the teaching method 

and quality. The students find such classes uninteresting and only attend class to fulfil the 

minimum attendance requirement which has been set by the Bar Council.12 Unless interest is 

generated in students, they will lose any incentive to learn the subject, thereby defeating the 

purpose of legal education. Not only do the students see the corporate sector as a safe option, 

they just go with the flow. There is not much of an emphasis on researching and ethics due to 

which there is much more plagiarism in projects which is also a sheer waste of time, for both the 

teacher as well as the students. There is a need to motivate the students as the importance of 

research is not understood well by them. No matter what career path they take it is necessary for 

the research and analytical skills which are the foundational skills required for any job.13Presently, 

most of the law schools have an inadequate and subjective form of examination system thereby 

rendering it unreliable. The objectives of the students during such exams, and mostly law 

schools, then changes from learning the subjects and areas to only achieving a decent grade in 

these examinations. The objective of examinations should be to understand the subject, gain 

knowledge and application and understanding the subject. A set of norms should be laid down 

by the BCI with regards to the conduct of these examinations, not only for the quality of the 

examinations but also the evaluation criteria. The current form of examinations should be 

supported by assessments that are conducted throughout the year including assignments, mock 

cases, etc. The BCI along with the universities must also ensure that the examinations are 

conducted smoothly. There has been a Common Law Admission Test (CLAT) that is being used 

for most of the National Law Universities in India. Some other law schools also have their own 

admission examinations. There have been several problems that have been found in such 

examinations.14 Not only the problems in the examinations but there are a multitude of law 

                                                             
11 R. Singh, A Survey of Legal Education: Delhi and Haryana, 29(3) Indian Bar Review 73, 81 (2002). 
12 A.K. Avasthi, Role of the Bar Council of India: Judicial Interventions and Suggestions, 29(3) Indian Bar Review 9, 23 (2002). 
13 Rebecca Furtado, What’s Wrong With Legal Education in India, Ipleaders, Available at 
https://blog.ipleaders.in/whats-wrong-legal-education-india/. 
14 The Wire, CLAT Is an Example of Everything That Is Wrong With Education In India, Available at 
https://thewire.in/education/clat-2017-common-law-admission-test.  

https://blog.ipleaders.in/whats-wrong-legal-education-india/
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schools with their own respective entrance examinations. The Bar Council along with the 

universities should ensure a uniformity and introduce an all India entrance test for all the law 

schools in India. Not only would this help in building the academic standards but also aid the 

students in entering law school.15  

 

PROBLEMS WITHIN THE LAW SCHOOLS 

Rule 4 of the Bar Council of India Rules requires the students to attend a minimum of 66% of 

the classes. This attendance requirement is not enforced in all the law schools, while some have a 

requirement of higher than 66%, and some also allotting a percentage of the final grade on the 

attendance too.16 There is a need for accountability in this regard and the students not meeting 

the required attendance should not be allowed to write the examinations. The Bar Council as 

well as the University should lay out necessary guidelines to outline the bare minimum of at least 

66% percent attendance. An idea to improve the attendance and also teach the students would 

be some form of class exercises and weekly assignments based on various legal problems. Not 

only should this be counted towards the final grade, but this would also help improve their 

performance. Rule 21 of the Bar Council of India Rules directs each law school to have an 

adequately equipped library consisting of books, law reports, statutes, etc. Libraries are core to 

legal education as it equips the students with the necessary materials required for knowledge as 

well as research. The BCI must strictly enforce the rules and ensure a decent functioning library 

in each law school. It is important for the BCI and universities to plan out the curriculum 

meticulously as it is the foundation that builds the future of the legal profession. The BCI has 

revised the curricula of the law schools in the past; however, this needs to be constantly revised 

and updated. Not only this but the BCI should also arrange the subjects in a manner that will 

help the students understand better i.e. which courses should be taught in the first year, second 

year, etc. There must be a coordination between the teaching of substantive and procedural laws. 

The BCI can also consider making a distinct outline for students interested in litigation by 

possibly framing the syllabus for the latter years in law school. The BCI has given the universities 

a mandate to teach according to the prescribed syllabus and also conduct the examinations and 

to publish the results in a timely manner; however, this has not been adhered to by all the 

universities. An example is of the universities in Bihar where the examinations have been 

backlogged for two to three sessions.17 The BCI needs to take special care of such situations to 

                                                             
15 Justice Ahmadi Inaugurating the 3-day All India Conference of Lawyers organized by Bar Association of India, 
18.11.1994  
16 Based on interactions with different law school students.  
17 Ramadhar Singh, Prospects of Legal Education, Legal Education in India in 21st Century: Problems and Prospects, 
Proceedings of the All India Law Teachers Congress, Faculty of Law, University of Delhi. 
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ensure that this does not occur again. Quite a few universities in India still administer education 

at the undergraduate level in the regional language thereby administering the regional language at 

law schools too. Due to this such law schools may have only a basic fluency in the English 

language. While administering legal education in the regional language does help in practicing in 

the lower Courts, the quality of legal education does suffer as there is no scope for visiting 

faculty and research collaborations. Furthermore, most of the subject material, including statutes 

and cases, etc. are all in the English language. While the Bar Council of India has tried to rectify 

this by providing that the medium of instruction should be in English, this has yet to be 

implemented.  

THE FACULTY AND TEACHING TECHNIQUES 

A look at the best law schools in the world show that such law schools have a great emphasis on 

research and academia. The Indian law schools need to develop an institutional culture that 

promotes and encourages research and academia. The University Grants Commission and the 

Bar Council of India have repeatedly requested Universities to revise their syllabi but to no avail. 

Furthermore, it is a challenge to attract good faculty to law schools in India.18 Generally the 

financial incentives offered by the private sector attract all the good talent rather than the low 

paying academic career.19 Several institutions have been unable to attract good faculty due to the 

measly pay packages. The BCI needs to ensure the employment of full-time professionals to 

enable the students to get quality education. With a number of colleges solely set up for a profit 

motive they do not expand much on their faculty thus, hire unqualified and part time faculty. An 

amendment to the Advocates Act in 1979 allowed full time teachers to practice as well, which 

has now created part time teachers that both teach as well as practice. Such teachers are unable 

to pay adequate attention to teaching and the functions associated with it. Legal education 

requires a certain amount of dedication from the teacher as well and the amount a student 

imbibes depends on the availability of the teacher for doubt clearing and guidance. This is 

impossible if the teacher is part time. These colleges do not have adequate selection criteria for 

the appointment of faculty but teaching at such colleges would count as years of experience once 

the teacher applies elsewhere.20 Since some of them are government aided, they appoint minimal 

faculty so that their expenses are lower and they can obtain maximum profits out of the 

                                                             
18 Shyam Sunder, Higher Education Reforms in India (Yale School of Management, Working Paper Dec. 7, 2011), 
Available at http://ssrn.com/abstract=1975844. 
19Tamar Lewin,SurveyFindsSmallIncreaseinProfessors’Pay,N.Y.TIMES, April 11, 2011, 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/04/11/education/11faculty.html?; Slight Increase in Faculty Salaries, National 
Education Association, http://www.nea.org/home/34399.htm. 
20 K. Singh, Legal Education in the New Millennium, 31(1) Indian Socio-Legal Journal 103, 108 (2005).  

http://ssrn.com/abstract=1975844
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/04/11/education/11faculty.html
http://www.nea.org/home/34399.htm
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situation. Despite a number of recommendations and suggestions, the lecture method remains 

the method of teaching in most law colleges. However, it is possible to attract good faculty by 

promoting a range of institutional reforms and financial incentives.21 The success will depend 

upon the university itself as well and its contribution to its own growth story. The method of 

teaching is crucial to legal education. The Bar Council has given recommendations to not only 

confine teaching to substantive and procedural laws but also extend it to impart professional 

skills and ethics. A course named ethics has to be taught in every law school as per the Bar 

Council of India’s orders.22 The traditional classroom teaching should also include case methods, 

workshops, mock trials, seminars, etc. This would enable the students to become more self-

reliant and autonomous in searching for legal material and also assess the problems and 

challenges ahead of them. Clinical Legal Education is a progressive education ideology and 

pedagogy which promotes learning by doing. It is a learning environment where students 

identify, research and apply knowledge in a setting which replicates, at least in part, the world 

where it is practiced.23 Clinical legal education can supplement the traditional method of teaching 

law which is more theory based.  

PROBLEMS IN THE SYSTEM ITSELF 

Not only are there problems with the individuals but there are problems in the system itself. The 

UGC NET, the examination used for teacher recruitment, is flawed. Having some subject 

knowledge does not mean that the person would be able to teach students. The UGC NET also 

just tests basic memory power and is nowhere concerned with the teaching capability of an 

individual. This way teachers may not even care about whether the students have a thorough 

understanding of the subject they are teaching. This clubbed with the lower salaries payed to 

teachers makes it a difficult task to even find good teachers at these institutions.24  

SETTING GOALS FOR INDIAN LAW SCHOOLS 

Legal education needs to create a conducive environment within the educational institutions and 

promote the relation between law and public service. Indian legal education should embrace 

                                                             
21 Jack Grove, Academic Salaries No Longer Attract Top Talent, Survey Finds, TIMES HIGHER EDUCATION 
(Mar. 22, 2012), http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=419399.   
22 More Information can be found at http://www.barcouncilofindia.org.  
23 Richard Lewis, “Clinical Legal Education Revisited” Professor of Law, Cardiff University, Wales, United 
Kingdom, Pg.5, http://www.law.cf.ac.uk/research/pubs/repository/21  
24 Pranusha Kulkarni, What’s Wrong With Legal Education in India, IPleaders, Available at 
https://blog.ipleaders.in/whats-wrong-legal-education-india/.   

http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=419399
http://www.barcouncilofindia.org/
http://www.law.cf.ac.uk/research/pubs/repository/21
https://blog.ipleaders.in/whats-wrong-legal-education-india/
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within itself the concept of nation building. 25  Legal education has a massive role in the 

establishment of a society. Laws need to be abided by and legal education will help in shaping the 

quality of the rule of law.26 Legal education has an important role to play in the establishment of 

a law-abiding society. Excellence in legal education and research is extremely important because 

it will help shape the quality of the rule of law. India has been facing several institutionalized 

problems of administration to justice i.e. delay in cases, governance crises, corruption, etc.27 Due 

to such problems there is a huge divide between the law taught by books and the law in reality.28 

To confront this divide and try to limit it there is a need to establish good governance based on 

the rule of law, for which the law schools need to play a more active and responsible role. There 

is a need to emphasize on facilities such as research and publication activities, the need to reform 

curriculum, train the faculty, etc. This will help in growth and development of legal education 

with increase in reputation of the profession to meet the challenges of the field and to grow and 

contribute by providing fullest opportunity to law aspirants for the progress of the country.29Law 

schools should help students acquire the attributes of effective, responsible lawyers including 

self-reflection and lifelong learning skills, intellectual and analytical skills, core knowledge and 

understanding of law and professionalism. The curriculums should be designed in such a way as 

to develop knowledge, skills, and values progressively. The teaching of theory, doctrine, and 

practice should be integrated and professionalism should be taught pervasively throughout the 

duration of law school. The law schools should maintain a continuous dialogue with academics, 

practitioners, judges, licensing authorities, and the general public to help the students and to best  

understand their goals. Assessments should be based on multiple parameters including criteria 

referenced assessments, multiple formative and summative assessments, and various methods of 

assessment.30   

SETTING GOALS FOR BAR COUNCIL OF INDIA 

THE BCI, UGC and universities have a great role to play in the improvement of the standard of 

Indian legal education. With a changing environment these bodies should also keep up and revise 

                                                             
25 C. Raj Kumar, Legal Education, Globalization, and Institutional Excellence: Challenges for the Rule of Law and Access to Justice 
in India, Indiana Journal of Global Legal Studies , Vol. 20, No. 1 (2013), Available at  
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.2979/indjglolegstu.20.1.221.   
26 Charles E. Tucker, Jr., Cabbages and Kings: Bridging the Gap for More Effective Capacity-Building, 33 U. PA. J. INT'L L. 
1169, 1192–93 (2012)  
27 Marc Galanter & Jayanth K. Krishnan, ―Bread for the Poor‖: Access to Justice and the Rights of the Needy in India, 55 
HASTINGS L.J. 789 (2004.  
28 C. Raj Kumar, Rule of Law and Legal Education   The Hindu (July 4, 2006), 
http://hindu.com/2006/07/04/stories/2006070403320800.htm.  
29 Mayank Shekhar, Challenges of Legal Education in the 21st Century, Legal Bytes, Available at 
https://www.legalbites.in/challenges-legal-education-21st-century/.  
30 Dr. Tabrez Ahmad Professor & Director, Legal Education Challenges & Reforms in 21st Century, All India Seminar on 
Global Legal Education by Confederation of Indian Bar In Association with KIIT 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.2979/indjglolegstu.20.1.221
http://hindu.com/2006/07/04/stories/2006070403320800.htm
https://www.legalbites.in/challenges-legal-education-21st-century/
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the curricula/teaching methods. While there has been an increase in the number of National Law 

Universities, there is a requirement for at least one per state. Mutual cooperation between the 

Bar Council and the universities is essential. The Bar Council, as well as the universities, have a 

duty to improve the standards of Indian legal education. The Bar Council should periodically 

review the adequacy and prospects of legal education. 31  An enlarged curriculum has been 

prescribed by the Bar Council which if enforced properly will cater to the academic as well as 

practical aspects of legal education.32 The Bar Council would now need to ensure the proper 

faculty and functioning of the curriculum. Legal education is not entirely under the control of the 

Bar Council; the universities are responsible for the implementation of any scheme of legal 

education. It depends upon the university to take appropriate steps to enhance the quality of 

legal education and its own prestige. The current Indian legal education system needs to be 

improved and reformed. The Bar Council, the UGC, and the universities have an immense role 

to play in improving the standards of legal education in India. There should be a sense of 

working cohesive and comprehensively without any conflict. The Indian legal education system 

should be able to meet the ever-growing demands of society as well as equip the students and 

professionals with the tools to be able to assess and handle the complexities of differing 

situations.  

CONCLUSION 

Indian legal education needs to help build the competence in law students, thereby building 

competence in the legal profession. Indian law schools need to start focusing on the content 

rather than the outcome-focused programs. Teaching methods that effectively and efficiently 

achieve desired educational objectives should be used as a program of instruction with best 

practices being employed when using any instructional methodology. The Indian legal system 

needs to improve the academic space for engaging in teaching and researching.33 A significant 

focus of the law schools should be on developing a curriculum which meets the needs and 

demands of the ever-changing legal world. To do this there is a need to recruit competent and 

committed faculty members, establish teaching and researching centers, develop and maintain 

proper infrastructure, etc.  In 2011 a Bill was proposed called the Higher Education and 

Research Bill, 2011 which proposed to set up a National Commission for Higher Education and 

Research to determine, coordinate and maintain standards and promotion of higher education 

and research. This was to be applicable to vocational, technical and professional educational 
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institutions. 34  This Commission would restore the university autonomy and allow 

experimentation and competition in individual institutions, possibly resulting in academic 

excellence at least in some law schools. The Foreign Educational Service Providers’ Bill as 

amended in 2013 could invite some world renown universities to set up their own campuses or 

enter into agreements with Indian universities in India. This would bring forth structural and 

functional changes within the delivery of education. 35  While the Indian law schools have 

developed over the years there is still a need to continuously assess and evaluate the law schools 

and keep on reforming them. There is a need to promote excellence both in teaching and 

researching, and this should be at the forefront of the objectives of Indian legal education.  
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